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INTRODUCTION. 


The facsimiles of the Sarum Antiphonal which the Society has issued may serve as a 


| Is 


good starting point for the study of the ancient music which belongs to the 
Offices of the Breviary. But other documents are needed for comparative study, 
and especially the earlier MSS. of the chant, written in neums. The neumatic 
notation during three hundred years carried on the finer details of the musical 
tradition; and, when it was given up, some of the refinement and some of 
the security of the tradition was sacrificed by the change to staff-notation. 
Unfortunately Antiphonals of the Office of this age and style are rare—rarer 
even than their contemporaries the Antiphonals of the Mass, now generally 
called * Graduals"; and it is not easy to find MSS. complete enough to be 
satisfactory. The following pages reproduce a MS. now in the Cathedral Library 
of Durham, which is certainly not ideal for the purpose, but yet may do good 
service in spite of its imperfections. The chief of these are two, viz. that it is 
incomplete, and that often it lacks the neums. But in spite of these serious 
defects it may make a valuable contribution to the study of the subject; and 
its deficiencies must be overlooked because of the rarity of good material. 


present forms the last part (pp. 136-159) of MS. B. iii. rt, being bound up in a 
modern binding with two collections of homilies. Those of St. Gregory occupy 
pp. 1-87, and a miscellaneous series fills pp. 88-135. The Antiphonal consists of 
three continuous quires of eight leaves, which have suffered no mutilation or 
loss; but it lacks the later part of the book, which must have filled another 
two or three quires. Pp. 136-157' contain the Temfporale and pp. 157"-159" part 
of the Sanctorale. But even so there is missing from the T'emporale two of the 
Summer histories (Regum and Sapientiae); and there is nothing preceding St. 
Sebastian (Jan. 20) in the Sanctorale. "The MS. breaks off in the Commune 
jaschale, which here follows the Annunciation. Thus the rest of the Sanctorale 
and the whole of the Commune Sanctorum are lacking. 


However these 24 pages which are here reproduced, on much the same scale as 


the original (page 121x093 inches), contain a great deal; and it would not be 
possible in any other available MS. to get so much in a small space. 


The history and provenance of the book is unknown from any external evidence, and 


there is little in the way of internal evidence by which to trace its origin. "The 
writing suggests that the writer lived in the traditions of the German rather 
thanBricMNornman School. The fact that the; MS. hasv long? been. at. Durham 
naturally raises the question as to whether it is English. It certainly is quite 
unlike the style that prevailed in the South of England, where the French type 
of writing predominated. But little is known of books of the XIth Century 
hailing from the North of England; and the differences between the two 
halves of England were so marked in the Danish days, that it would be rash 
to say that it could not be English in origin. The writing in some of its 
characteristics is closer to that of the Low Countries than of other parts of 
the German sphere: and there were at times very close connexions between 
England and the Netherlands in matters ecclesiastical. In the present state 
of paleographical knowledge the question may best be left open. 


On turning to scrutinize the contents in the hope of finding some evidence, there again 


there is little to be observed which helps towards a decision. "The contents are 
very normal; and the lack of most of the Sanctorale reduces to a small amount 
the opportunities of significant variation. But, even so, there are some significant 
peculiarities ; and it will be well to point out a few of these, as clues to the 
future tracing of the provenance of the book, when more knowledge is available. 


At f.139: it is unusual to háve a group of antiphons próvided for Adv*vii. "These 
are not proper to the day but are borrowed from elsewhere; but, even so, the 
group is noteworthy. 


f.139. "The set of great Oos includes one that is quite unusual, O summe artifex. 


f. 139". Two responds are given for the first Evensong of Christmas: the former 
one is usually found at Adv*. 


f.140*. Lessons are provided for St. Stephen's day. Those of the first two 
nocturns are unusual, and possibly they were inserted here because they were 
not contained in the ordinary homiliary. The ant. Intuens in celum, with which 
the office begins, is not common, provision is made for a tone, as though it was 
to be sung to. Magnificat, i.e. at a First Evensong of the feast: but perhaps this 
provision is made in error, and the antiphon is really meant for a Memorial of 
ot. Stephen. It is found jin bat' capacity in the  Usevot a Yorke No EDS 
invitatory also is rare; and the antiphons for the nocturns seldom occur, but 
they are found in the uses of Sarum, York and Hereford. If this links the 
book to England, the set of antiphons for Second Evensong points elsewhere ; 
for they are found chiefly in German books. 


f.142. Again, the antiphons of the nocturns are uncommon, but appear in S., Y. & H. 


f.144. Affinities with the English diocesan rites of later days occur in regard to the 
order both of the Responds and of the Lauds antiphons. 


f.844". The antiphon Concede mobis is remarkable; at f. 145' the ant. Ut edificentur in 
the Lauds of Saturday; at r46'the ant. Accesserunt ad 7esum for Sexagesima. 


Note also for XL' Et accedens (f.147*)and Evigila (f.148); for XL^vii Oportet te (f. 148"); 
for XL* Abiit Jesus trans and Nonne Moyses (f.149)) ; for XL^ii Consilium fecerunt 
ui (f.150"); for Eastertide Alleluia resurrexit, and Tesus occurrit, and Ego sum alfa 
(f.153); for Whitsuntide Dum autem complerentur (f.135). Several of these, 
though rare, are in the English secular breviaries. 


At p. 155' the Trinity Office is followed by two lessons, and by two sets of anti- 
phons, added by another hand, apparently in a space which was meant for the 
histories Regum and Sapientiae. The second set of antiphons contains merely 
those of Sunday. Lauds, omitted above: but the first set is a novelty, meant 
for Nocturns on the Sundays of Advent. It seems to be of Spanish origin 
(Analecta Hymnica XVII. 19) ; but, like other Spanish things, it made its way 
into England, and is found in Sarum, York and Hereford. 


Peculiarities such as these may some day make it possible to determine the 
provenance of the book. So far, to say the least, they do not exclude the 
possibility of an English origin. 

'The writer of the musical notation has done his work only fitfully. | Red slurs to 
bind the notes of a jubilus together are employed in the earlier pages, but cease 
after p.140. The notation is continuous down to p. 147"; but thenceforward 
large parts are without neums. The rubricator had, begun to scamp his work 
even earlier. "There is a considerable omission at line 12 of p. 15r. 


The Summer histories are followed (p. 157) by a group of six antiphons for 
Benedicite; then the Sanctorale begins with the office of St. Sebastian. This 
seems to imply that it ran with the civil year, and ended probably with 


SUMIDonmas 

Thus the heading pars antiphonarii (p. 136) justifies itself. But there is enough of 
it to serve the purposes of comparison over a large part of the ground covered 
by an antiphonal: and as such, it is hoped, it will be welcome and useful to 
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